
 

At the end of 2021, an independent audit con-

firmed that the Town is again in a strong fiscal 

position and the New York State Comptroller 

gave the highest score possible with a designa-

tion of “no fiscal stress”.  Our General Fund     

balance is $4,193,388, which is an increase of 

$309,380 from the prior year. The fund balance  

is the difference between what was budgeted 

and what was spent.  For example if you budget 

$100,000 and you spend $95,000, you would 

have a fund (“savings account”) balance of 

$5,000. This money is used for infrastructure,    

repairs, capital improvements, unforeseen       

improvements (such as paying for a bridge)   

and equipment. 

I anticipate around $300,000 increase to the  

General Fund this year. This is a result of good                  

budgeting and fiscal planning, along with          

excellent work by department heads being       

diligent with tax payer monies. 

The 2023 tentative budget maintains the real     

estate tax at the current level of $2.60 per       

thousand of assessed value. The budget weighs 

the need to maintain services and facilities and 

achieves this with recognition that we must be 

fiscally conservative.  The board is currently 

working on next year’s budget and as the     

budget officer the budget I have proposed has 

zero increase in the tax rate. This year’s rate is 

$2.60 per thousand and the proposed rate for 

next year is $2.60 per thousand, and we are 

again within the 2% tax cap. The tentative budg-

et places the town in a good financial position.    

 

Effective budgeting relies on forecasting reve-

nue and expenses based on previous history and   

projected economic trends.  The Town Board  

traditionally takes a conservative approach in 

holding expenses and maintaining the tax rate, 

which is still the lowest in Wayne County. In      

addition, the tentative budget provides for       

enhancement of facilities and the services that 

are critical to the community.   

 

 

The tentative budget provides funding for, 

among other things:   

• Construction, maintenance, repair and im-

provements of roads, culverts, and waterlines 

• Long-term debt service undertaken for the 

upgrade of the sewer treatment plant 

• Maintenance of buildings and equipment, 

along with the purchase of new equipment 

• Increased labor cost, supplies and materials 

• Increased energy and fuel costs and  

• Insurances 

 

The Board and I will be spending the next 

several weeks fine-tuning the budget with 

further input from the department heads.  

My goal is to adopt a responsible budget 

while maintaining the same tax rate, but 

ultimately it is a Board decision.  To follow 

the budget process and the date for the 

upcoming public hearing announcement, 

visit the Town website at ontariotown.org.  

The Public Hearing is an opportunity for 

residents to voice their opinions  

regarding the budget before it is finalized. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

ONTARIO TOWN NEWSLETTER 

2023 Budget Message and Fiscal Condition of  the Town 

You can’t go back and 

change the beginning, but 

you can start where you are 

and change the ending. 

          CS Lewis 
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Nick Arena and Foreman Steve Stewart hanging our 
new military banners around town. They will be taken 
down after Veterans Day and rehung next year       
before Memorial Day. 

Abram Boerman with the 
Highway Department’s 
new CAT 926M High Lift. 

Our crew working with 
the Town of Walworth to 
put a wedge down on 
Slocum Rd. 

Highway Department 
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Highway Department                      Abram Boerman, Superintendent  

Despite the hardships that have come from this year’s economy and labor shortages our department has 

had a very productive summer. The crew and I took on the challenge of milling and paving the southern 

half of Dean Parkway. We also were able to true and level North Slocum Road along with oil and stoning 

North Slocum Road from Lake Road to Route 104. Melkerson Drive, Mountain Laurel Lane, and Trillium Trail 

were also added to our milling and paving rehabilitation list.   

 

Roadwork was not our only achievement this summer. We also tackled a long-standing drainage issue on 

Chapman Drive. There is still some final black top work that needs to be installed but other than that the 

drainage issues on the North side of that street have been resolved. Other drainage issues in concurrence 

with our newly developed Watershed Department were also taken on by the highway department.   

     

As always, any jobs on our call list from 2022 and beyond that we                                                            

did not get to will be placed on next year’s schedule.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

       Please feel free to contact me via phone (315) 524-8111 or email aboerman@ontariotown.org  
and I will get back to you as soon as possible. If you have an emergency, please call 9-1-1              

and they will forward the information to me.   
 

Projected Roadwork for 2023                                                                        

Please note: All roadwork is subject to change             

without notice.  

Brick Church Road – Ontario Center Road to                  

Knickerbocker Road   

Patriot Drive – Ridge Road to Independence Way   

Independence Way – Trillium Trail to Centennial Drive   

Centennial Drive – S Slocum Road to Dead End   

Liberty Lane – Centennial Drive to Dead End   

New St – Knickerbocker Road to Furnace Road   

Community Lane – Furnace Road to Dead End   

Turner Street – Knickerbocker Road to Dead End   

Walter Cone Drive – Ridge Road to Dead End   

Stevens Street – Knickerbocker Road to Furnace Road   

Brown Square – Furnace Road to Dead End   

Heberle Lane, Orchard Creek Drive, Salmon Run Circle 
– Furnace Rd to Furnace Rd   

As we start preparing for winter, keep in mind, it takes an average of 3 hours to         
complete a plow run. Please adjust your speeds accordingly and know that we are      
doing our best to keep our roads safe. Remember, the plow trucks back up often at            

intersections so we ask that you give them the space required to do their job.   

Abram and the crew 
paving Dean Parkway 
in July. 

mailto:stollery@ontariotown.org
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Ontario Public Library                         Sandra Hylen, Director      
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Library Programming 

Join us for book clubs, adult card & game times, craft projects, knitting group, historical talks, 

cultural programs and more. 

 

Expect expanding programming as we collaborate with the Friends of the OPL, Veterans Af-

fairs Division and WC Veterans Services, Cornell Cooperative Extension—Wayne, Alzheimer’s 

Association, the Ontario-Walworth Rotary Club, Wayne Community Action Program (CAP) and 

more local organizations and businesses.  Let us know of more about your interests. 

Need help with Medicare sign-up.  Visit us starting Friday, October 7, anytime between 

11:00AM and 2:00PM. Get questions answered and information on options for you.  Assistance 

will be here bi-weekly.  Check our calendar or call (315) 524-8381 for exact dates.    

Library Programming 

Join us for book clubs, adult card & game times, craft projects, knitting group, historical talks, 

cultural programs and more. 

 

Expect expanding programming as we collaborate with the Friends of the OPL, Veterans Af-

fairs Division and WC Veterans Services, Cornell Cooperative Extension—Wayne, Alzheimer’s 

Association, the Ontario-Walworth Rotary Club, Wayne Community Action Program (CAP) and 

more local organizations and businesses.  Let us know of more about your interests. 

Need help with Medicare sign-up.  Visit us starting Friday, October 7, anytime between 

11:00AM and 2:00PM. Get questions answered and information on options for you.  Assistance 

will be here bi-weekly.  Check our calendar or call (315) 524-8381 for exact dates.    

From Miss Anne    

 

Young readers were swimming in an “Ocean of Possibilities” at the 

Library! This summer we held over 40 programs for kids and teens. 

Among the programs we enjoyed getting as messy as possible at the 

Messitvals and solved all the puzzles at the Escape Room. Together we 

read almost 29,000 minutes, completed 2,025 Bingo Activities, and     

decorated 300 fish on display here!  

 

Fall is here and with it Storytimes and plans for holidays and school 

days off.  Watch for Halloween Science, Fall Art, and more as we wind 

through 2022! 

VIEW ALL EVENTS on our web calendar,                                                                                         

or search Ontario Public Library upcoming events  

Digital Books:  Downloadable Audiobooks and eBooks 

Thanks to a new partnership with the Finger Lakes and Southern Tier Library 

Systems, OPL/OWWL card holders can now access thousands more eBooks and 

digital audiobooks through the Libby app.  

 

Scan to get started, or ask Library staff for help. Learn more at MeetLibbyapp.com  

We deliver! There are a variety of ways to get OPL and OWWL materials to you. Call us.  

Homebound Delivery or Sick Kids Kits: selected materials delivered to you by staff 

Books by Mail: for members unable to visit due to disability, long-term or chronic illness, 

lack of transportation, or other difficulty 

Books to Go: delivers bulk lending to agencies serving or housing older adults such as 

nursing homes, assisted living facilities, and senior apartments in Wayne County. 

1850 Ridge Road          ontariopubliclibrary.org       315.524.8381 

https://www.overdrive.com/apps/libby?utm_origin=lightning&utm_page_genre=tout&utm_list=meet_libby&utm_content=libby_tout_learnmore_06019018
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  Water Utilities Department                                                               Adam Cummings PE, BCEE 

              Superintendent / Town Engineer 
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Backflow Prevention Devices are key elements in water quality 
protection.  In the event of a loss of water pressure, these      
devices prevent water from flowing backward into the public 
water supply. 

The New York State Department of Health mandates that         
all commercial and residential properties with sprinkler          
systems be equipped with an approved backflow prevention 
device, which must be tested annually by a certified backflow 
tester. 

After testing and the device has been noted as passed, copies    
of the completed report must be submitted to Ontario Water 
Utilities. Submit by fax at 315.524.8501, mail to 2200 Lake Rd   
or email acummings@ontariotown.org  

Disconnect and drain outside hoses and store them inside for the      
winter.  This will extend the life of the hose. 

 

Turn off outside spigots from inside the house and then leave open to 
drain.  This will prevent them from being damaged by ice. 

 

Make sure underground irrigation systems have been winterized      
including blowing out the system to clear it of all water.  Make sure to 

turn off all automatic timers and supply valves and remove the timer’s 

back up battery. 

 

Insulate water pipes in unheated areas using foam pipe insulation     
and seal all cracks that are allowing cold air to flow in using spray foam 

insulation.  Both can be found at most home centers. 

 

Locate and mark the main water valve in your home so that it can be 
located quickly in the case of a leak emergency.  This is usually located 

in your basement and is in line with your meter pit on your front lawn. 

 

Check that the water meter pit cover is securely locked down and not 
cracked or broken.  Report any problems immediately to Ontario Water 

Utilities for assistance. 
 

Snowbirds – contact a plumber to have your home winterized. 

Making it perfectly clear…. 
 
KEEP HYDRANTS CLEAR 

THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 

Access and visibility of fire hydrants is         
particularly important in winter when blow-
ing and plowed snow can hide hydrants.  By 
checking hydrants frequently throughout a 
storm and subsequent clean up, you can 
help ensure that they can be readily located 
in an emergency. 

Year round, please do not pile debris near 
the hydrant and refrain from planting 
shrubs, trees and ornamental bushes.   

Damaged or broken hydrants:  Please notify 
Ontario Water Utilities immediately if the 
hydrant is severely leaning to one side,      
broken off or leaking water. 
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Water Utilities Department                                                   

Unlike other utilities, the water       
account number is linked to the    
property, not to a person.  When a 
property is sold the new owner does 
not receive a new account number 
unless a request is sent to Ontario 
Water Utilities. 

All information regarding the transfer of the property must        
be communicated to the Water Utilities Department.  A final 
reading and bill from the Water Utilities must be requested at 
least two days prior to the closing date.  Once received, the   
final reading will be scheduled as requested when possible.  
Readings are not done on weekends or holidays.  The final    
water bill will be sent to the attorneys for the buyer and seller. 
Any water service issues should be resolved by both parties     
at closing. 

 

TRANSFERENCE OF PROPERTY 



  

Water Utilities Department  FAQs 

Q. Who is responsible for the water lines to my house?                                                                                                       
Ontario Water Utilities maintains the water meter and the water service line from the water main to the outside shut-

off valve. Homeowners are responsible for the service from the curb box to the house, including inside shut-off 

valves. 

Q. There is water in my front yard. Who is responsible for the repair?                                                          
If you see water accumulating in your yard, call (315) 524-2941. We will send a service technician to determine 

where the leak is located on the service line. If it is leaking between the curb box and the main, Ontario Water      

Utilities will repair the leak. If it is leaking between the curb box and your property or anywhere within the internal 

plumbing system, it is the property owner’s responsibility to repair. 

Q. Is it okay to plant near the curb box?                                                                                                                                              
No. Plants, trees, shrubs or permanent fixtures can impede our ability to service your lines. It is recommended that 

you call Dig|Safely. New York at (800) 962-7962 before doing work at or near the right-of-way so that the utility          

companies can mark the location of their service lines.  

Q. How long will my water be off during repairs?                                                                                                                        
It depends on the work being performed. About 80% of all breaks are fixed within four hours, and 95% are fixed               

within eight hours.  

Q. Why are colored stakes, flags or paint marks on my lawn or sidewalk?                                                      
They show the location of utilities in that area. We are required by law to mark our water or sewer lines any time a  

contractor will be excavating within 15′ of our mains. When these markers appear, it means excavation work has 

been scheduled or has recently been completed. Different colors are used to indicate the location of different utili-

ties: BLUE = water RED = electric YELLOW = gas ORANGE = TV and cable GREEN = Sewer  

Q. Who do I call if I’m installing a swimming pool, fence or a sprinkler system in my yard?                                  
Call Dig|Safely. New York at (800) 962-7962 to notify all utilities to stake lines before you dig. If you are installing a 

lawn sprinkler system, contact us at 315 524-2941 or the NYSDOH at 315 789-3030 to insure you are in compliance 

with NYS Health regulations  

Q. What is water hardness?                                                                                                                                                                    
Water hardness is a measure of the mineral content of water. Ontario water is considered moderately hard and     

contains between 5.6 and 7.6 grains per gallon of Total Hardness (100 to 125 milligrams per liter). A water softener 

isn’t necessary for water with moderate hardness.  

Q. Why is my water fluoridated?                                                                                                                                                        
Water provided by Ontario Water Utilities contains a controlled, low level of fluoride (about 0.7 parts per million)                               

as recommended by the EPA to help prevent cavities and tooth decay.  

Q. Do you use Chloramines to treat the water?                                                                                                                                   
Ontario Water Utilities uses chlorine, not chloramine, to treat your drinking water.  

Q. Why is there a fee to pay online?                                                                                                                                                           
Ontario Water Utilities uses a 3rd party to process online payments to ensure compliance with security and payment 

processing regulations. There is a $2.95 convenience fee for those customers who choose to use this convenient           

service. Ontario has chosen not to introduce that charge to customers who choose not to use this service, so it is not 

included in Base Charges or other rates. 

Q. Why have we not been notified of activities affecting our water?                                                                                                  
We provide notifications via multiple communication nodes (Town Website, Water System Outage Map, Email                       

Notifications, Social Media) with the goal of reaching as many customers as we can. However, we do not have contact 

information for the majority of the customers, so we are unable to contact customers very easily. Admittedly, our              

limited staff resources are usually working to remedy the issue and do not have time to spare for communications                    

activities. We are still building a Customer Contact Database through InvoiceCloud for Public Notifications. We                     

encourage customers to register in InvoiceCloud, free of charge, to provide these public notifications and to see 

your billing history. 
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Ontario is a business-friendly town.  Recently,  

some misinformed people have voiced differently 

but I encourage anyone to come in and discuss  

the facts. The past five years have brought many 

new businesses to Ontario with many existing busi-

nesses expanding and growing. Speak to many of 

the businesses, for example Optimax, Wilberts, 

B&C Auto Restoration, Gerber Homes, Affronti     

Development, Fedyk Builders developing          

Community Ridge, Sean Fico revitalization of the  

Ontario Golf Club, Ziebart, Mama Lor’s, Rustic      

Taco, Immediate Care.  Ask the owner of Inter   

Grow how the Town acted expeditiously to help 

them navigate through the approval process.   

 

We are without a doubt pro-business and work  

hard to facilitate any business wishing to locate or 

expand in Ontario. During my time as supervisor, 

we have stream-lined many of our practices and as 

a result have a more efficient application process.     

I am currently working with a committee to revise 

our zoning to reflect current and future needs.   The 

Comprehensive Plan was  updated and completed 

last year which is a guide for planning and develop-

ment. 

 

I don’t usually comment about legal matters or get 

involved in discussions on social media.  However, 

recently an issue has many people concerned and 

has become a town-wide discussion.  After conver-

sations with those directly involved and questions 

from residents, it became clear to me that the only 

way to inform people to understand would be 

through a public statement and it has become     

necessary to clarify certain facts. 

 

This is not to be misconstrued as being political nor 

am I a decision maker for the Planning and Zoning 

Boards.  However, as Supervisor I am informed and 

apprised of the status and events of decisions made 

in this Town.  I have an obligation to uphold,        

support and respect decisions made by Town      

Departments. 

 

Do we have rules and regulations that need to be 

followed?  Yes, we do, as do many aspects of busi-

ness and life itself as citizens. As a Town we must 

follow Federal, State, County and our own Town 

regulations and laws. Should we have rules regard-

ing zoning and planning? Should these rules govern 

where we build and what we build?  Should             

                                                                                                

requirements address safety and conformity?           

If these rules, regulations, and laws are ignored, 

should we ignore them also or take appropriate      

action? 

 

Zoning and Planning guide growth and develop-

ment of the Town with consideration of current and 

future land use – and to protect health and safety for 

the good of the entire community.  

  

The basic purpose of zoning is to divide a town into 

residential, commercial, and industrial zones for 

conformity of use with certain guidelines. 

 

Property values are protected by keeping incom-

patible or unsuitable uses away from your property.  

They prevent overcrowding by limiting the number 

of structures and parcels, setbacks and distance 

regulations, home business occupations, signage, 

location of commercial property, and other devel-

opmental concerns.  Local laws are adopted that are 

in line with needs of the area and the Town’s vision.  

Think for a moment, if they did not exist, how this 

would affect your own residential or business     

property. 

 

Over the last few years, the Planning Board and   

Aaron Preston have been working through the      

issues surrounding the site application of Preston’s 

Home & Garden Services on Route 104. 

 

In my opinion, there were several things Mr. Pres-

ton could have done to maintain good relations with 

the residents and the Planning Board. Over time we 

discussed these options, such as erecting a hedge-

row along his South property line to act as a visual 

and sound barrier, establishing a 9:00 to 5:00 

mulching schedule Monday through Friday, putting 

a retention pond where he originally agreed to put 

it or work toward an amicable solution to relocate 

the pond. 

 

Retention ponds are a part of watershed to control 

drainage and filter water as it flows towards the 

lake, as mandated by New York State and is very 

important to drinking water quality.  One of the   

biggest, current issues of any development is        

the control of stormwater, floods, erosion, and     

sediment.  These have become very important       

considerations in Planning Board reviews and       

approvals. 

 

Frankly Speaking 
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Timeline 

      Mr. Preston has refused to put in a retention 

pond as per the site plan and refuses to    

follow the site plan 

November 2018 – Planning Board received Mr. 

Preston’s site plan 

December 2018 – The plan was approved with 

improvements that were agreed upon by 

the Board and Mr. Preston, to be completed 

by April 2020 

      Fees were never paid; map was never filed.  

Site cannot be improved upon or built upon 

without a filed site map.  If not filed, approv-

als expire after three years.  He ignored the 

laws and went ahead with building develop-

ment and has never received a Certificate 

of Occupancy. 

January 2020 – Meeting was held with Planning 

Board.  Mr. Preston requested site plan     

approval with changes to the original, to 

include large scale commercial mulch     

processing. 

April and May 2020 – Due to COVID, applica-

tion had to be postponed to June 2020 due 

to the size and scope of request 

June 2020 – Public hearing, no resolution and 

hearing was never closed 

July 2020 – Mr. Preston’s application was on 

agenda, he never showed 

July 2020 – Planning Board received a Special 

Permit Application for mulching 

August 2020 – Mr. Preston agreed to provide 

an additional and revised site plan for his 

application request 

September 2020 – Wayne County Planning 

Board denied application because of health, 

safety and compatibility concerns 

October 2020 – At the regular Planning Board 

meeting, Mr. Preston’s mulching application 

was denied 

November 2020 – Mr. Preston tabled             

discussion of application on the day of the 

Planning Board meeting 

 

 

 

December 2020 – Mr. Preston appealed the 

denial to the State Supreme Court and was 

also denied 

January 2021 – No action could be taken for      

a modified site plan due to Mr. Preston’s 

engineer never receiving instructions for a 

new plan by Mr. Preston 

February 2021 – Mr. Preston moved mulch 

processing off site to a Williamson location 

because of Court Order 

March and April 2021 – Mr. Preston asked     

for phasing of plans but was not willing to 

commit to site plan and retention pond.  

Meeting held at MRB with respective         

engineers, town attorney and supervisor to 

come up with a workable site plan.  No    

action taken by Mr. Preston on suggestions 

given at this meeting 

May, June, July 2021 – Application repeatedly 

tabled by Mr. Preston 

August 2021 – Planning Board denied the       

application with concerns of major impact 

issues still not being addressed 

Fall of 2021 – Mr. Preston again appealed the 

denial to the State Supreme Court.  Appeal 

was denied. 

The Planning Board has expended many hours       

trying to work out the issues with Mr. Preston, just 

as they would any other business, following Town, 

County and State regulations, in the hopes of       

resolving issues while maintaining safety, health 

balance and compatibility within the area and the 

community. 

Issues that could not be resolved have been         

decided in the Courts.  The Town and Mr. Preston 

have an obligation to follow their directives.                                                                               

Solutions have been offered, the Planning Board 

tried to remain as flexible as possible, but Mr. 

Preston chooses not to cooperate and comply        

with requirements and decisions made. The prop-

erty was listed for sale on July 28th. As a last resort, 

on August 29th, a cease business order was issued 

until requirements can be met. 

This has been a summary of the issues surrounding 

Mr. Preston’s application. Because of the scope and 

complexity of the proceedings it is impossible to 

include every detail within the limited space. 
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MONUMENT ON THE CORNER OF RIDGE AND FURNACE ROADS 

This corner isn’t just a flagpole, rocks and ship 

wheel! It is actually a monument placed to     

honor  the sinking of the W.Y.Emery found near 

Bear Creek Harbor in the waters of Lake Ontario 

on 8 September 2007.     
                                   
The WY EMERY was a 

104 foot two masted 

schooner    built at Port 

Burwell in 1875, used 

to haul coal. The ship’s 

Captain was William 

Mitchell with a crew    

of four men. 

The ship left the port  

at Charlotte headed to 

Kingston on  25 Sep-

tember 1899 fully  

loaded. At 10:00 pm 

the ship was hit with 

violent gales and the 

EMERY could not stand the strain. She started to 

open at the seams.                                        

By the next morning, she was 2 miles to the Town of      

Ontario and in serious trouble. She was stripped of 

her sails and taking on water. The EMERY deployed 

both of her heavy anchors and raised the distress 

flags. The distress signal was spotted by towns  

people that telegraphed the Life Saving Station at 

Charlotte. Captain Gray of the Life Saving Station 

immediately chartered the steam tug PROCTOR and 

started out for the EMERY. The tug reached the ship 

at 2:00 pm just as the EMERY was about to sink. The 

last man was pulled off the deck as it sunk.  The loss 

for the times was estimated at $20,000, which is 

equivalent to over $470,000 today! 

In 2000, with the help of research by the town       

historian and valuable information from area        

residents, Rec Divers Inc., a Rochester-area scuba 

diving club, launched a search for the W.Y. Emery. 

The search itself and diving operations were         

organized by John Albright, owner and Captain of  

the HALF MOON. On 8 September 2007, after many 

dives by members of the search team, the ship’s 

remains were first sighted off the coast of the Town 

of Ontario. 

The hull was broken apart and the ship’s wheel was 

standing upright. Several artifacts were scattered 

across the rock bottom. The compass was still intact 

and still pointed North. 

The Ontario Business Improvement District (BID) 

along with John Albright did a presentation to the 

Ontario-Walworth Rotary Club about the shipwreck. 

During the presentation they noted that New York 

State actually owns the wreck because of where it 

sits. And that NYS would not let them bring up the 

ship’s wheel or the anchors even with plans for the 

monument on the corner. After the meeting Rotarian 

Mark Wyse offered to build them a ship’s wheel to 

match the original. He built the ship’s wheel using a 

picture of the ship’s wheel with John Alright diving 

next to it in order to match the size of the original 

wheel. 

Bill Slocum donated the anchors of approximately 

the correct size. Bill restored and painted the        

anchors. His brother Lee Slocum worked with   

members of the Rotary Club to mount the anchors 

and the wheel to finish the monument on the corner.  

Rocks were placed to symbolize the treacherous 

waters the Emery encountered.   

The Town of Ontario Justice Court currently has two Judges, Judge Benedict and Judge Paz.  They have the 

responsibility to hear all civil and most criminal matters that are brought before the Town Court. 
 
Town and Village Courts are collectively known as the Justice Courts. Judges play an important role in our 

judicial system.  They are elected to a four year term and are required to complete a certification course 

along with ongoing judicial education.   
 
Many of us will have our first and only court experience in Town  Court.  

These Courts have jurisdiction over a broad range of matters,             

including vehicle and traffic matters, small claims, perform marriages, 

summary proceedings, evictions, misdemeanors, civil matters, and 

criminal offenses, such as disorderly conduct, harassment, and reck-

less endangerment.  For more information, visit the Town website. 
 
They are often called “the courts closest to the people.” 

Judge Benedict Judge Paz 
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Every year I attend a full day of training with Emergency               

Management.  We discuss emergency response and planning.  One 

of the biggest challenges is getting the word out to residents.  A local 

emergency could be the whole town or just a neighborhood.   

 

During an emergency (or invasion….) I will communicate via           

social media through my Facebook page: Town Supervisor Frank  

Robusto.  Using this media I can post timely updates and information.  

Also, through the Town’s website you can sign up for auto                  

notifications for alerts and updates from all of our departments.         

In addition to the above, we notify all the appropriate news outlets 

but there is no guarantee the info will be broadcast. 

 

Receive Town Alert Notifications!!     
The town’s website has an alert function that notifies residents of important information 

such as emergency road closings, boil water advisories and other alert situations  

 

Sign up  for “E-NOTIFY” today on the Town’s 

website at www.ontariotown.org.   
 

On the homepage, below “Welcome to Ontario” you 

will find a horizontal navigator.  Use the > symbol to 

scroll to the right and select The E-NOTIFY button. 

Enter a valid e-mail address in the box under YOUR 

E-MAIL and select the red “Sign In” box.  To receive 

alert notifications on your cell phone, enter it in 

“CHANGE YOUR SAVED PHONE NUMBER” and then 

the “SAVE” button.         

Under “General” there are four columns:                              

“BY EMAIL”, “BY TEXT”, “PAGE TITLE” and “PAGE 

               LINKS”.  The first option is for the “Alert message”.   

 

Select the device you would like the notification to be sent to by selecting the blue circle to the right of the 

device. You can choose both if you wish.  After selecting all desired alerts, remember to select “Save 

Changes” at the bottom of the page.  Selecting “Save Changes”  signs you out.  A message will appear on 

your device letting you know you have been successful.  You will receive no message when you unsub-

scribe. When there is an alert situation a message will be sent to the device(s) you selected.  The alert will 

also appear in the lower right of the website home page. You can also be notified of any changes to the 

website. 

                                                                                                                             

PLEASE NOTE:  This alert system is not compatible with all e-mail services.                                                     

Using the text option eliminates that problem.    

If you are having difficulty, contact the Deputy Supervisor, Bob Kelsch at rkelsch@ontariotown.org.  

            ZOMBIE  INVASION!!! 
             How will you ever know??? 

http://www.ontariotown.org
mailto:rkelsch@ontariotown.org
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The boat launch has been totally rebuilt, this was    

a four plus year endeavor and I must say it looks 

fantastic! The cost was approximately $1.1 million 

dollars and 85% of that was paid with grants. This 

launch will serve the needs of Ontario residents for 

decades to come.  

We do, however, still have more to do. Docks could 

not be included in the recent grant funding, but 

many of us feel that new docks are necessary.    

Currently, specs are being drawn up for new 

docks. Two would be ideal. Once we have the 

specs, the docks will be put out for bid and then  

the Town Board will have to vote to approve the 

funding. The goal is to have this done in the next 

several months.  

Additionally, the REDI funding we obtained can not 

be used for its original proposal which was to shore 

up and protect a portion of Lake Ontario, but the 

good news is they will permit the Town to  

“repurpose” these funds as long as it meets the 

guidelines of the program.  I am working with the 

Parks Department on a proposal for developing the 

East Side of the Harbor as a park; with a fishing 

dock, pier, canoe/kayak launch, LED lighting and a 

perimeter walking trail. We are currently working 

through all the regulatory agencies for this — the  

Department of State, DEC, Army Corp, NYS Coastal 

Management, and Public Utilities.  This could likely 

be accomplished without any tax payer monies and 

will be an additional recreational area for the    

community.  

We as a Town have to follow rules just like any    

resident or business owner when it comes to        

development. Once we work through these         

regulatory waters, I am confident that residents will 

love this addition to the Harbor. Hopefully summer 

of 2023.  As this moves forward, we will gather     

valuable public input. 

Ontario is a MS4 community. We have to adhere    

to Federal and State mandates and  regulatory    

requirements when it comes to watershed man-

agement. The goal is to protect our water source. 

Our Watershed Department was established a little 

over a year ago with a retired civil engineer and 

two part time employees. They have performed 

remarkable results during this time.  

The mission of watershed is to maintain the five 

streams in Ontario, the retention ponds and ad-

dress neighborhood issues. For years we did not 

have the manpower to keep up with the work and 

it became clear that we needed a dedicated staff 

for this valuable and critical service to the resi-

dents.   

Years ago, the process was to clear the streams so 

the  water could flow quickly into Lake Ontario.   

The goal now is to slow the flow, which allows the 

water to filter before it enters the Lake without 

blocking the flow. Retention / detention ponds act 

as filters; their main purpose is to filter the water 

before it flows through the watershed and into the 

Lake.  

Lake Ontario provides drinking water to many   

area communities.  These programs are working, 

as evidenced by the water purity of the Lake over 

the last several decades. The building of ponds is   

 

 

a State DEC requirement and this is why you will 

see more of them throughout the community        

development. 

The Watershed Department works with wide-

spread neighborhood drainage issues. They need 

to determine if it is a Town issue or individual 

property owner issue which will determine who is 

responsible to resolve it. Generally, if my property 

is flooding because the neighborhood properties 

are causing it, it could very well be a Town issue.  

However, if my own yard is flooding because of 

improper grading or blocked drainage swales it is 

probably my obligation as property owner. 

The Watershed Department employees are a     

welcomed addition to our Town forces.  They are 

dealing with a backlog of issues and have been 

extremely busy dealing with many challenges. 

Ponds have been restored back to original          

designs; Bear Creek has been cleaned with over 

100 obstruction areas cleared. Existing drainage 

plans have been improved in subdivisions. Some 

of the work cost thousands to hundreds of thou-

sands of dollars, some on the magnitude of 

$300,000-$500,000 depending on performing the 

work in house or public bidding. As Ontario      

continues to grow, watershed management will 

become even more important. 

Bear Creek Harbor 

New Watershed Department  
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The Kenyon Road bridge could be the oldest bridge       

in Ontario, originally built as a farm bridge with wood 

timbers which has been paved over many times through 

the years.  Around November 2020 the guard rail on the 

South side was hit by a car, destroying the guard rail and 

prompting an inspection of the bridge. As a result, engi-

neers declared the bridge unsafe and closed it down.  

There was no way to attach the guard rail due to the    

failing structure of the bridge. Concerns that were noted 

included deterioration of the abutments, piers, wing 

walls and the bridge decking beams and timbers.  

We asked permission to keep it open with posted weight 

limitations and were told absolutely no way. As you can 

see from the photos, the fear was that the bridge was in 

imminent danger of collapsing. 

The Town Board then authorized an engineer firm to   

propose designing a replacement bridge for bidding out 

to contractors. As a municipality we are required by law 

to bid out work like this. Before pursuing bids, we must 

have an engineer design specific plans and specs in   

order to assure that contractors are bidding on the same 

work.  The first step was to obtain an estimate from an    

engineering firm.  One was obtained which I presented 

to the Town Board 14 December 2020 for  approximately 

$85,700, just for engineering. The Board, being diligent 

of tax payer monies and being mindful of the cost, voted 

to table this to try obtaining more “reasonable”            

estimates.   

Financially the Town is very solvent, and we would have 

been able to pay for this out of savings. However, the  

 

 

 

 

 

reason we are fiscally solvent is because we are prudent 

with taxpayers monies and research all possible          

solutions. We became aware of a Bridge NY Grant and 

the Board voted to pursue it, feeling that we were       

qualified and would obtain this grant for replacement of 

the bridge. We then applied for the grant which is an   

intensive, time consuming process, but unfortunately we 

were  subsequently denied.   

We then engaged an engineering firm and started the 

process for approvals and permitting which is another 

very extensive and time consuming process, coupled 

with COVID restraints, which added months to what is a 

burdensome process during normal times.  

Some say “what’s the big deal? Just have a contractor 

come rip out the old bridge and install a new one.”      

Perhaps years ago this could have been done. Today, the 

bridge has to be designed with plans and specs and put 

out to bid. But, before it can be designed, regulatory  

approvals have to be obtained from DEC, the Army 

Corp., soil borings and samples have to be approved. 

Utility companies have to be engaged in relocating gas 

and electric lines. Easements need to be obtained from 

adjacent property owners. The water main needs         

relocation. Various necessary permits must be obtained. 

The list goes on and on.  

Here is where we are as of this writing, per the engineer-

ing firm: requests for bids should go out this November/

December. The pre-cast bridge would be built over   

winter with an April-June install.   

 

 

 

 

 

Kenyon Road Bridge 

I drive by the bridge every day and 

understand the frustration of having 

to detour. I thank everyone for their 

patience and understanding. 
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Heritage Square is having a wonderful 

year! We started our season with our 

Barn Sale followed by an Ice Cream    

Social, the Revolutionary War Reenact-

ment, The Quilt Lady, and a Victorian Tea. We concluded the sea-

son with the National Museum Day/Car show, Welcome Fall – Craft 

and Vendor Show. 

We are back with our school tours as well as weekend guided 

tours. Our barn and “new” pavilion are open for rental. Our          

facilities were used by several families for personal events. We 

are back to a bit of normalcy! We are looking ahead to next year, 

Wayne County’s Bicentennial year.   

Heritage Square belongs to all residents of our community!  We 

hope you will consider becoming a member. What expertise and 

ideas can you bring to this wonderful group of people?! 

We are always looking for additional ideas and help and 

would love to hear from you. Contact Joyce Lyke, President 

at jlike@rochester.rr.com. We are fortunate to have so many 

dedicated members who make these events possible. 

7147 Ontario Center Rd 

 

Join us Saturday November 19th at 12:00pm for a dish to pass luncheon at Brick Church 

to recognize all the people & organizations that make Heritage Square possible.  

The Ontario Garden Club enables, encourages, and teaches mem-
bers and the public to derive enjoyment from plants and wildlife and to help 
preserve the natural beauty of our community and care for the environment.                                                
Some of the fun things we do:    

● Plant and maintain the flower barrels in the Ontario village, the Ontario     
Library and other locations in the Town of Ontario 

● Hold a plant sale each Spring with flowers, shrubs and vegetables at Casey 
Park to raise funds for projects 

● Help Spring cleanup at Heritage Square for the Ontario Historical Society 

● Fund eco-friendly organizations such as the DEC Conservation Camp,      
Nature Conservancy, Water for Sudan, Federated Garden Clubs of NYS and 
World Gardening Assoc. 

● Participate in meetings, flower shows and other events sponsored by area  
gardening organizations 

●Have contributed to the 7th District Flower Show at Sonnenberg Gardens 

We meet the second Thursday of 
the month (not July or Aug) from 

9:30am to Noon at the North   
Ontario United Methodist 
Church, 7200 Ontario Center Rd.   

If you’re interested in joining the Ontario Garden Club or would like more information, please contact                              

Elaine Munson, Corresponding Secretary, at elaine.munson2@gmail.com. 



 The Town’s military banner program was an overwhelming success.  Banners could be seen on 
poles all over town.  The Town will again take orders in the Spring for the 2023 season.  Contact me 
at supervisor@ontariotown.org if you are interested in purchasing a banner.  All banners, in addition 
to the banners we already have, are displayed throughout the Town in recognition of our beloved 
Veterans, Active-Duty, Reserve and National Guard members from Memorial Day to Veterans Day.  
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                       A NOTE FROM MASONIC LODGE #416                                                                                               

Located at 1932 Ridge Road in Ontario, New York, Wayne Lodge #416 is a legacy to a fraternity and    

community working together for the benefit of both. A fraternity of loyal Brothers dedicated to God, 

neighbor, and to themselves, utilizing their best talents and experiences to improve themselves and each 

other in hopes of making their lives and communities better.                                                                                         

Our Lodge is available for community use. It has a full floor on ground level. Dining for about 75 and a 

full stage for entertainment of all sorts. We have a full kitchen for preparing and serving food. It is 

equipped with ovens, fryers, etc. The fee for this is $150.00 prepaid for booking and event. We can set up 

and arrange for service of meals if requested or will allow limited use of our kitchen.  

We also host events throughout the year including craft sales and dinners, wine tastings, and at 

least two dinners to provide scholarships for Seniors, to name a few.  We are proud of the fact that 

we are the location of the local Food Pantry in Ontario. The Lodge hosts 7 weeks of Friday Fish 

Fries during the Lenten Season. These are quite popular and we use this time to raise money for the 

Pines of Peace. 

          November Holiday Sale event is November 19 from 10am to 3pm                                                           
Our special Holiday Train Village will be set up and children write Letters to Santa. EMWEE The Elf comes 

from the North Pole to receive the letters, then Santa writes to each child inviting them back in December 

for a special early gift. Limited vendor space is rented ($30.00 per space in advance) out for this and the 

December event.  In   December we will host the event again on December 17th with Santa Claus     

making a personal visit to see the children and pass out early gifts.                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                         

Our dedication to the community is never ending. If we are needed, we will try to be there to assist.          

     THIS IS WHAT MASONS DO! 

Honoring the World’s             
Greatest Defender                 

of Freedom—                                                                                                                     

THE AMERICAN                     

MILITARY. 

New Look for the Entrance to the Greenway           
An  outstanding  kiosk was  built earlier this year as an Eagle 

Scout project to mark the Greenway Trail on Ontario Center 

Road   The board will provide information about this site  

which was the town’s landfill from 1981 to 1990 and an          

abandoned iron ore pit prior to that, along with other park   

announcements.  A QR code will soon be added to the kiosk 

directing those who might be interested in the other trails   

supported by Ontario Parks & Recreation Department. 



A NOTE FROM SUPERVISOR FRANK ROBUSTO 
    As we move to finalize the town budget let's take a 

moment and look at the value received for $2.60 per 

thousand of assessed value in  comparison to every-

day expenses. 

 

● If you hire your driveway to be plowed, typical    

seasonal rates are between $350 to $500  

● If you hire someone to mow your lawn for the      

season, it usually cost $400 to $600  

● Taking your family to a sporting event, concert or 

weekend getaway will cost you $400 to $800 

 

The average house in Ontario has an assessed value 

of $175,000 with 

a Town Tax of approximately $455.00. 
 
For $455 dollars you receive: 

● All town roads plowed and maintained year-

round 

● Parks and Recreation Department offering       

numerous programs for all ages,             

● Community Center with gym, sports turf,     

track, etc. 

● Beautifully maintained parks; Casey Park, the 

Greenway, Memorial Point 

● Bear Creek Harbor 

● A Library that offers an abundance of programs  

● Justice Courts, Town Clerk, Building Depart-

ment, Assessor and much more 

● Unfunded State mandates 
 
When you look at it from this perspective, you can 

really appreciate the value received for money spent. 

You have a Town Board and department heads who  

are very diligent and frugal with your money, and  

Ontario residents still have the lowest tax rate in 

Wayne County.                                                                              
 
I understand the challenging times we are faced  

with and that's why I am committed to not raising the 

tax rate. Maintaining and expanding services. Cutting 

cost by creating efficiencies. The past and proposed 

budget prove this can be done.                                                                                               

 

One of our most vulnerable segments of  tax payers is 

our senior citizens who are on fixed incomes. I am 

happy to say the Town Board has agreed to raise the 

Property Tax Exemption for Seniors and Persons with 

Disabilities with Limited Incomes. A Bill just passed 

that allows municipalities to increase the maximum 

income limits up to $50,000.  Previously, our maxi-

mum was $37,399 and had not been adjusted for 16 

years. 
 
The Town Board agreed to raise the income level to 

the maximum allowed under New York State law.    

Being on the County Finance Committee, I also have 

brought this to the Board of Supervisors asking 

Wayne County to adjust their senior tax rate, which 

has not been changed in 24 years! The schedule for 

exemption at the County level will be figured differ-

ently than the Town of Ontario’s rates. These changes 

will go into effect for tax year 2024. These changes 

should help our seniors stay in their homes. 
 
Contact our Assessor at 315.524.7105 to see if you 

qualify for this exemption or any of the many            

exemptions available, such as Veterans, Agricultural, 

Basic Star, Enhanced Star. 

 
 

Distribution of your        

property taxes in Ontario   

in 2023 


